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At the heart of today’s Scriptures lies the theme of miraculous restoration; the fulfilment 

of our deepest hopes. The restoration of the nation of Israel in the face of all odds that we 

heard about in the first reading, and the unheard-of restoration of a blind man’s sight in 

the gospel vindicate our hope in God’s transcendent power, whose expression so often 

seems to us to be miraculous.  

Not everyone has an easy time with miracles, especially when they’re viewed without 

reference to the hope and restoration that give them meaning. Some, like the heretic 

Marcion in the second century, and Thomas Jefferson in the eighteenth, have been so put 

off by the unbelievable appearance of miracles that they simply edited the Bible to 

remove any mention of them.  

Neither of their editions has ever made it to the New York Times’ best-seller list. Most 

people, it seems, may raise their eyebrows about miracles but nevertheless find them 

curiously compelling for some reason. Let spend some time together exploring what that 

reason might be. 

A week or so ago I was up in Framingham at one of the medical tents along the route of 

the Boston Marathon, providing radio support. My partner, Dan, happened to be in the 

deacon formation program up in the diocese of Boston, so we had lots to talk about. As it 

emerged, he was also a dentist. 

At one point I asked him, “Do you ever find it difficult being a medical professional and 

also a man of faith?” 

“Not at all,” he replied. “In fact, I don’t know how a person could ever be a dentist and 

not be a man of faith.” 

I asked him to explain, and he told me a story I could never have come up with on my 

own. “Look,” he said, “the entire Bible’s about how things fell apart for humanity and 

how God restored it. I’m a dentist. I do restorations all the time. You probably call them 
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fillings, but the insurance companies and I call them restorations. Restoring nations and 

restoring teeth are not in the same league, but the similarities are stunning. I look at it like 

this:” 

“You and I start out with a perfect set of teeth, just as Adam and Eve started out all bright 

and shiny. Then life happens. Over time, our teeth decay. That’s because they’re made 

out of material that’s pretty sturdy, but not perfect, just like the rest of what human beings 

are made of. There are bacteria out there that enjoy eating our teeth, just as surely as 

there’s evil out there that enjoys eating away at our souls.” 

“Oh,” I said. “I think I see where you’re going with this.” 

“Probably,” Dan said. “But let me continue. When we step back and look, it’s obvious 

that we have the tools and education we need to fight tooth decay 24x7, just as our 

religion provides the Law of Love and our moral code to keep us safe from evil 24x7. But 

being human, sometimes we get lazy and other times we forget or make bad choices.  

Just as the bacteria move in and damage our teeth when we neglect to do the simple 

things we need to do to prevent decay, neglecting God’s Law of Love gives evil a chance 

to damage our personal lives and our communities. What can happen to a tooth can 

happen to souls and nations. The details are different, but the dynamic’s the same.” 

“That’s a huge analogy, Dan,” I said. “Doesn’t the whole Old Testament indeed describe 

how the Israelites had neglected God’s commandments and done things he had told them 

not to do? They’d forgotten him, just as we sometimes take our teeth for granted and 

don’t take care of them. Then comes the pain and afterwards the restoration.”  

“You’ve pretty much got it, Tim,” Dan said. “That’s why I have no problem at all being a 

dentist and also a man of faith. In a way, God and I are in the same business!” 
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“So, if you and God are in the same business, and God has a bunch of commandments, 

I’ll bet you do too,” I said. 

He laughed and said, “Well yes, as a matter of fact I do. I tell folks to avoid too much 

sugary food, brush, floss and be alert not to do things that would damage the enamel that 

protects their teeth. There’s nothing new there, Tim.”  

“In our faith life, it’s the same: engage the Sacrament of Reconciliation on a regular 

basis. That’s like brushing. Receive the Eucharist and have your venial sins vanish. 

That’s like the way flossing takes out the nasty stuff from between your teeth that 

eventually leads to trouble. Being alert not to do things that can damage your teeth is in 

the same category as avoiding bad habits and temptations to sin.”   

“You probably heard all that when you were a kid. But we’re all human. Even me. One 

day we wake up and notice pain or a nasty odor. We know we can’t fix it on our own – 

please tell me you’ve never tried to give yourself a filling - so we go to a dentist, hoping 

it can be fixed.” 

“Most of the time it does get fixed, and everyone gives thanks for the unbelievable 

miracle of modern medicine. To me, it’s simply a restoration – removing the rotten stuff 

and putting things back the way they were intended to be. In a nutshell, it’s what God 

accomplished for us in Jesus Christ.  

If you combine those thoughts, you come up with what all miracles are really all about 

and why we find them so compelling. Every restoration’s really a miracle, be it a tooth, a 

soul or a nation. Miracles that signal the end of decay and that point to our ultimate union 

with God; and if that isn’t the fulfilment of our deepest hopes, I don’t know what is.” 


